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MODERN HUMANITIES RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATION 


APRIL 1922 NO. 14 


AFTER next quarter the Bulletin will cease to exist in its present 
form, and will become a part of the Association’s journal, the 
Modern Language Review. The Bulletin was established in 1918 as 
the only means then in our power of keeping members in touch 
with one another and with the Association. It has served its 
purpose well. But now that we have an organ which, besides 
fulfilling the duties of a chronicle, is able to print the research 
work of members of the Association, together with notes, reviews 
and a current bibliography, all of which are of interest to them, 
the Bulletin may be allowed to lapse. 

From October, therefore, members will find the Association’s 
chronicle, and such notes and queries as have hitherto been printed 
in the Bulletin, at the end of the Modern Language Review, which 
they may obtain through the Hon. Treasurer at the reduced 
subscription of 15s. annually, post free. To those of our members 
who do not subscribe to the Review offprints of these pages will 
regularly be sent, so that they may not lose touch with the 
Association. But we urge all who read these lines not to delay, 
but to send their subscription to the ‘Review’ immediately, since 
it cannot develop as we wish until all members of the Association 
subscribe to it. * * 


Nominations of candidates for election to the Committee (1922-3) 
must reach the Hon. Secretary not later than May 15. All officers 
(except Vice-Presidents) and all members of the Committee elected 
by the Association retire at the end of the academic year, but are 
re-eligible for two further periods of one year’s service. After 
three years’ service they may not be re-elected until a clear year 
has elapsed. * * 


Capital Fund. We are grateful for the following generous con- 
tributions to our Capital Fund which have been received since 
the publication of the last Bulletin: Professor H. Smith, £1. os. 6d. ; 
Professor 8S. J. Crawford, £1. 1s. 6d.; H. Eggeling, Esq., 12s. 6d.; 
Miss Burns, tos.; Miss E. W. Tait, 1os.; M. Claval, Esq., r1s.; 
A. Bell, Esq., 5s.; ten sums of 2s. 6¢.; one of Is. Total £5. 16s. 6d. 

The first of these sums has been earmarked for the Modern 
Language Review reserve fund (Germanic section). We remind our 
readers that small contributions to these funds are welcome as 
well as large ones, and that outstanding subscriptions for 1921-2, 
which became due on October 1 of last year, should be paid 


without delay. + * 


We are glad to welcome a number of new Correspondents, and 
hope that members in their districts will lose no time in getting 
into touch with them: H. O. White, Esq., Sheffield University, 
England; M. Albert Feuillerat, Université de Rennes, France; 
B. W. A. Massey, Esq., Seminarjum Anglistyczne, Universytet, 

M.H.R.A. t 
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Poznan, Poland; Professor J. W. Draper, Bryn Mawr College, Pa., 
ULS.A.; - Professor R. 5. Crane, North Western University, Evan- 
ston, Ill, U.S.A. It is a welcome sign of continued activity that 
SO many correspondents have been found during the last three 
months, in addition to the long list which we already have. 

+ + 


We regret very much that Miss Magiae our French sub-Secretary, 
has been compelled to resign, owing to ill-health. M. Paul G. 
Dottin, son of Professor Dottin of Rennes, has kindly consented 
to fill this post, and we look forward to greatly increased activity 
in France, owing to the recent increase in our membership there. 
M. Dottin’s address is Fondation Thiers, 5 Rond Point Bayard, 


Paris XVIé. + * 


In this number we print a further communication from Pro- 
fessor Allen Mawer upon the Survey of English Place-names, to 
which reference was made in January, and also communications 
of great interest from Professors Craigie and Drape. We trust 
that each of these organised efforts will receive support from 
members of the M.H.R.A., and that the number of such under- 
takings may steadily increase. Whether the initiative comes from 
the Association or from individuals, we shall always be very glad 
to give publicity to such promising and well-planned ventures in 
cooperative study. + 


The Council of the British neadeniy has awarded the Rose 
Mary Crawshay Prize for Enghsh Literature, of the value of £100, 
to Miss M. E. Seaton, M.A. (Lond.), of Girton College, Cambridge, 
and Bedford College, London, for ‘‘A Study of the Relations be- 
tween England and the Scandinavian Countries in the 17th Century, 
based upon the evidence of acquaintance in English writers with 
Scandinavian Languages, Literature, and Myths.’’ Miss Seaton 
is Secretary of our London Branch. We congratulate her heartily 
upon her success. ** 


We have received particulars {pom the Collége des Etats-Unis 
d’Amérique in Paris of its work for the year Ig21 and are glad to 
draw attention to its activities. Its aim is to guide the foreign 
student in Paris, who frequently arrives ‘‘ bewildered by the com- 
plexity of matriculation requirements, quite at sea as to which 
‘school’ will give him what he needs, and absolutely without the 
acquaintanceship necessary to direct himself in French life.’’ The 
advantages it offers are many and its members in no way limited 
to research students or even to those of university standing. At 
the same time it is probably this side of the work of the College 
which will principally appeal to our members, and they will be 
interested to know that a Research Bureau has been opened at 
the headquarters (24 Rue Caumartin, Paris 1x), where information 
of all kinds can be obtained by research students, whether actually 
in Paris or living at a distance. The Secretary, who is a member of 
the M.H.R.A., and in touch with our own activities, asks that any 
who wish to avail themselves of his help should give the fullest 
particulars of what they require, as this will greatly lessen the 
time necessary to perform the desired services. 


Dr. F. S. Boas, Chairman of the Committee of the 
Modern Humanities Research Association, regrets that, 
owing to the occasion and character of the obser vanions 
on the Report of the Departmental Committee on Pye 
included in the Presidential Address on “ Joseph Ritson 
and printed in the accompanying Bulletin, he has felt 
compelled to resign from the Committee of the Association. 


This notice is circulated by the Editor of the Bulletin 
at the ex-Chairman’s request. 


March 16, 1922. 
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JOSEPH RITSON 


THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
FOR 1921-2 


DELIVERED AT BEDFORD COLLEGE, LONDON, N.W. 
ON 
21 JANUARY 1922 


By ProFressor W. P. KER 


Vou have conferred on mea great honour, and imposed a very 
pleasant duty. I do not mean the obligation to make a speech, 
but the charge that will remain with me when this compulsory 
sermon is ended; the thought that I have been chosen one of the 
captains of a band of adventurers, whose province is the ocean of 
stories, the fortunate isles of romance, kingdoms of wonders beyond 
the farthest point of the voyage of Argo. The business of your presi- 
dent is like that of Francis Drake taking his men to the treasure- 
house of the world. I hope to be forgiven by the countrymen of 
Lope de Vega for this allusion to their enemy; there is nothing 
malign init, I[hope. For happily where our treasure is, there is no 
grudging, no chance of quarrels about sharing: each man’s gain is 
the profit of all, and the riches multiply under the eyes of the 
adventurers, instead of being tucked away in hiding places on the 
‘“Dead Man’s Chest.’’ There is a spirit of youth and confidence 
and hope in our Society: it is only a pity that presidential formali- 
ties should hinder any of us from the real work—when I think of 
the books waiting to be read—the poets of Provence, the Spanish 
plays in their thousands, the chroniclers of Portugal, the memoirs — 
of France. Nos manet oceanus circumvagus. Let us pay a visit to 
Mr Aubrey Bell on his Atlantic shore, where, far from committees, 
he spends the time happily with the redondilhas of Gil Vicente. 
And there is all the Northern region waiting; how many English- 
men have ventured into the old Laws of Norway? how many have 
found for themselves the value of Icelandic verse? I will go no 
further in this rehearsal now. But I will ask leave to make a 
claim and to draw a line. 

I draw the line at the report addressed to the President of the 
Board of Education on the teaching of English. It is useful as a 
statement of most things which our Association does not want. It 
prescribes for Universities a study of language which must not go 
too far, and particularly not too far back; it is suspicious of Anglo- 
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Saxon and Middle English. It treats the student as if his salvation 
were all included in what he is expected to study in the “‘ School.’ 


If the later literature, so much easier of approach, be crowded out, 
the humane influence which English should exercise is only too likely 
never to come into play at all. It would be a mistake to sacrifice 
Burke and Johnson, Wordsworth and Shelley, for the sake of things 
of an appeal so much more remote as early language and early litera- 
ture must inevitably be. 


No hope, you see, for Burke and Johnson, Wordsworth and 
Shelley, if students, studying English, are asked to study English ! 
The poor victim of Sweet’s Reader is cut off from Rasselas and 
the Present Discontents. That is the assumption; his head is un- 
anointed with oil; he has no time for more than his masters allow 
him. His pitiable case resembles that of an older day as rhymed 
in an Oxford poem: 


Say, shall our authors from Morris to Malory 
Languish, untaught, on their several shelves? 
Say shall, for want of a reader (with salary), 
Students be forced to read Keats for themselves ? 


The law of our Association was not made for pupil teachers: “‘I 
hate a pupil teacher,’’ the noble words of Milton in A reopagitica, 
might be taken for one of our impresses. If we want to learn 
Dutch or Danish, we set about it; we are not impeded in our 
grammar by any craving for soft unphilological influences. We 
know where to find these if we want them; as Henry Sweet himself 
did, a life-long lover of romance. If we are suspicious of any sort 
of learning, which we would not willingly be, it is the learning that 
asks for quick returns, that places bounds and puts up forbidding 
notices, ‘‘by order,’’ where the glades open into the wood. 

There is perhaps one other variety of narrow learning which may 
be mentioned here as a possible danger in modern research. It is 
that which is limited to the Degree and the Dissertation; it is at 
its worst in Germany and America. Our former acquaintance, 
Dr Aloys Brandl, once published a statement that after Goethe, 
the great work of Germany was the schools of research in America. 
The same defects may be found in both; particularly in the re- 
search commanded by the Professor, and got up by the pupil just 
well enough to pass, with results laboriously acquired and useful, 
and unutterably spiritless and disheartening to anyone who looks 
into them and sees how they have been compiled. I refer, for 
example, to a German dissertation on the life and writings of 
Frere which I read some time ago—a painstaking meritorious essav 
which had got up everything obtainable about Frere, and could 
not be trusted to wander an inch beyond (or even within) the 
understood limits of the subject. Frere was British Minister at 
Madrid in 1802-1804, dangerous years. Spain declared war at the 
end of 1804, when Godoy was the chief personage at Court: Godoy, 
Prince of the Peace, by his Spanish title. The German author 
clearly had never heard of Godoy before, and had not troubled to 
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read any Spanish history; he was interested in John Hookham 
Frere, and in nobody and nothing else, for the time, and he con- 
sequently takes the title ‘‘ Prince of Peace”’ as part of Frere’s fun— 
an ironical epithet for the adversary. He had of course been given 
to understand that Frere was a jester. This same student in modern 
humanities, I remember, gave proof how useful the ancient 
humanities may be at a pinch. Frere is Whistlecraft, the author 
of The Monks and the Giants, and our poor German commentator 
was pulled up in this admirable poem by the spectacle of a giant 
footstep with six toes: 

Then to the traces of gigantic feet, 

Huge, wide apart, with half a dozen toes. (Iv, 53.) 
He did not take the allusion to the giants of Gath, 2 Sam. xxi. 20. 
A sound religious education is desirable for foreigners and others 
whose researches and humanities compel them to understand a 
British joke. 

I have chosen Joseph Ritson as a theme for this afternoon; you 
will readily understand my motive. Ritson belonged to the great 
age of the adventurers, the congutstadores, Percy, Warton, Tyrwhitt, 
Scott, Ellis, Leyden, not to speak of their great contemporaries on 
the continent—the brothers Grimm, Ferdinand Wolf, Raynouard. 
Unfortunately, I have to complain that Joseph Ritson has suftered 
from the same kind of half-baked research as his contemporary 
Frere. His American biographer’, with many excellent qualities, 
suffers from a want of the least tincture of Ritson’s spirit of 
cunosity. Nothing leads him out of his way: he mentions Leyden 
without a word of the Complaynt of Scotland, and his note on 
Ritson’s Caledonians exhibits this information about the Picts: 

The first mention of the Picts is about 300, when they are referred 
to by Caesar, Tacitus and others as enemies to the Britons. 


Joseph Ritson, on the whole, has had less than justice. It is” 
one of his misfortunes that Lockhart did not understand him. 
Many people read Lockhart’s slighting and self-contradictory re- 
marks, for one who reads Scott on Ritson. 

This narrow-minded, sour, and dogmatical little word-catcher had 
hated the very name of a Scotsman, and was utterly incapable of 
sympathizing with any of the higher views of his new correspondent. 
Yet the bland courtesy of Scott disarmed even this half-crazy See 
and he communicated the stores of his really valuable learning [N.B 
the word-catcher had really valuable learning] in a manner that seems 
to have greatly surprised all who had hitherto held any intercourse 
with him on antiquarian topics. (Lockhart’s Life of Scott, 1, p. 62.) 
Lockhart himself had not taken the trouble to find out, or to 
remember, what Sir Walter really thought of his quaint friend. 
Ritson however need not be put to shame; with Scott and Surtees 
to understand him, with Scott and George Ellis helping him and 
accepting his help, there cannot be much wrong with him. George 


1 Joseph Ritson, a critical biography, by Henry Alfred Burd (Uni- 
versity of Illinois Studies, vol. 11, No. 3, August, 1916). 
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Ellis translated for Ritson’s A nctent Songs the old French lament 
for Simon de Montfort, MS. Harl. 2253: 


In song my grief shall find relief, 
Sad is my verse and rude, 

I sing in tears our gentle peers 
Who fell for England’s good. 

Our peace they sought, for us they fought, 
For us they dared to die; 

And where they sleep, a mangled heap, 
Their wounds for vengeance cry. 

On Evesham’s plain is Montfort slain, 
Well skill’d the war to guide, 

Where streams his gore shall all deplore 
Fair England’s flower and pride. 


Scott, for the same selection, translated 344 lines of the Recollections 
of Chatelain. Scott and Ellis did not find Ritson a ‘‘ word-catcher,”’ 
but a discoverer of the sort of precious things that they themselves 
enjoyed. 

Joseph Ritson was a successful man; he made his fortune, and 
was able to help his family, particularly a nephew who was not 
ungrateful and who did well for his uncle’s memory. He was born 
in 1752 at Stockton-on-Tees. Articled to a solicitor there, by the 
time he was twenty he seems to have learned to make the best of 
both worlds. Without neglecting the law, he found time for reading, 
and particularly for antiquarian studies. He walked to Edinburgh, 
and visited the Advocates’ Library when he was twenty-one; he 
spent so much on books, including Pitscottie’s Chronicle, that he 
could not pay his lodging. A stranger helped him, persuaded by 
Ritson’s description of Flodden. He was not in those days morose ; 
the year before 1772 he had addressed ‘‘ Verseés”’ to the Ladies 
of Stockton (he spells already as in the ‘‘ Romanceés”’ thirty years 
later); his poem was printed in the Newcastle Miscellany. About 
the same time he made the acquaintance of the Newcastle poet, 
John Cunningham. He had already, by the time he was twenty- 
one, all the tastes that went to make his work as a scholar and 
historian; he was already an antiquary, and at the same time he 
was a lover of literature, a servant of the Muses. 

Then (end of 1775) he went to London and worked as clerk to 
a firm of conveyancers. How he lived it is difficult to make out; 
he was trusted and approved by his employers, Masterman and 
Lloyd; he cannot have been remiss in his conveyancing work; yet 
at the same time he was reading hard at the British Museum. In 
1784 he was appointed High Bailiff of the Liberty of the Savov. 
Jan. 25, 1786, he was granted the Patent of the office for life. He 
was called to the Bar from Gray’s Inn, May 20, 1789. He must 
have had something of a conveyancing practice. At the same 
time he was writing legal antiquities!. And for many years he had 


1A Digest of the Proceedings of the Court Leet of the Manor and 
Liberty of Savoy, 1789. The Jurisdiction of the Court Leet, 1791. The 
Office of Constable,-1791. 
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been working as an editor of old poetry, a disputant who would 
stand no nonsense. 

In 1782 he had published one of the most characteristic of all 
his works; the letter to Thomas Warton, Observations on the 
first three volumes of the History of English Poetry. The cruelty 
of the language, the accuracy of the criticism, the ingenious 
malignity of the form—4>, so that it might be conveniently bound 
up at the end of Warton’s third volume—all are Ritson. Then he 
turned to Shakespeare, with Remarks Critical and Illustrative on 
Steevens, and began and continued his delightful series of col- 
lections: English Songs, 1783; the Bishoprick Garland or Durham 
Minstrel, Stockton, 1784; Gammer Gurton’s Garland or the Nursery 
Parnassus, Stockton, 1784. 

The next collection had a strange fate: the Caledonian Muse was 
ready printed in 1785, when a fire destroyed the introductory 
matter and stopped the publication. Long afterwards, in 1821, 
the surviving sheets, that is to say, the poems, were published by 
Robert Triphook, 23 Old Bond Street. 

Ritson’s Essay on the author of Christ’s Kirk on the Green, his 
notes and glossary, are lost. 

Now this Caledonian Muse, printed in the year before Burns, 
has in it, you might say, the whole of Burns's poetical ancestry: 
Peblis to the Play and Christ's Kirk on the Green, the originals from 
which are derived Hallowe'en and the Holy Fair; Montgomerie’s 
poem of the Cherrie and the Slae; and the Elegy on Habbie Simson, 
Piper of Kilbarchan. These are the three chief forms or types which 
in the next year were to come out at Kilmarnock. Joseph Ritson 
was the forerunner; his Caledonian Muse of 1785 was partly a 

bolical vision of the antique world from which the poctical 
life of the Kilmarnock volume was drawn. 

And so he goes on; publishing Anctent Songs, printed 1787, pub- 
lished 1792, dated 1790, and pieces of Ancient Popular Poetry, 
and all the time engaged with the Junsdiction of the Court Leet, 
and the office of Constable. The English Anthology in three volumes 
appeared in 1793-94. It contains specimens of Chatterton. Ritson 
was not deceived by the Rowley Poems ; neither was he prejudiced 
against them, as poetry. 

Scottish Songs appeared in 1794. 

So far, except for his observations on Warton and his use of 
Mss. for his Anctent Songs, Ritson had not dealt very particularly 
with old English literature. He had, it is true, discussed and de- 
bated many medieval questions; but so far his literary publica- 
tions had been all of the nature of anthologies. He might have 
been mistaken for a compiler of elegant extracts; he is, plainly, a 
lover of many varieties of verse. His English Anthology is the 
mind of a student of poetry, who gathers all the good things he 
can, not as a commentator or as one supporting a thesis. In 1795 
he broke new ground with his edition of Laurence Minot; and it is 
on his Minot and his Metrical Romances that his reputation chiefly 
depends as a critic of the older English language. I pass over his 
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Robin Hood, 1795, and other works, to speak more particularly 
of his share in the revival of Middle English studies. 

This was no new thing: English philology, not in all respects 
harsh or crabbed, had continually been touching upon poetry 
and upon the popular taste. Percy’s Reliques of Ancient Poetry 
are not the first of their kind: they carry on what Tonson had 
done in his Poetical Miscellany, what Gibson had accomplished 
in his edition of Christ’s Kirk on the Green. By some amazing good 
luck it happened that the older English literature was not kept 
separate from polite literature of the modern fashion, nor did 
Greek and Latin make every mind incapable of Anglo-Saxon. 
The proof, almost miraculous, of this liberality, this nght com- 
prehension, is given by Frere’s translation of the Brunanburh 
poem into what we now have learned from Jacob Grimm to call 
Middle English. Frere did this when he was a boy at Eton, it 
should be remembered. 

George Ellis was working at the English metrical romances when 
Ritson came out of his seclusion to visit Scott at Lasswade. It is 
now for the first time that we really see Ritson; coming to Scott 
to get and give what he can with regard to the Border Minstrelsy, 
and also Siv Tristrem, it should be noted: Scott, Ellis and Ritson 
all at the same time are reading Middle English Mss., and in their 
several ways making their contents accessible. How Ritson appre- 
ciated Scott is shown in his language about the presentation copv 
of the Border Minstrelsy, ‘‘the most valuable literary treasure in 
his possession.”’ Scott’s respect for Ritson is significantly shown 
in his lending Ritson Hogg’s original copy of Auld Maztland. 
Writing to Ellis, Scott says: ‘‘I wish him to see it 1 purts natura- 
libus.’’ In the same letter he says: 

As for Mr Ritson, he and I still continue on decent terms; and in 
truth he makes patte de velours; but I dread I shall see a whisker first 
and then a claw, stretched out against my unfortunate lucubrations. 
Scott was not quite easy in his mind over the Border Minstrelsy ; 
he knew that his own methods were too free for Ritson’s accuracy, 
too much resembling the ways of Bishop Percy. 

Scott’s memoir of Leyden (Edinburgh Annual Register, 1811) 
referring to Leyden’s edition (1801) of the Complaynt of Scotland 
tells a characteristic story of both the humonists: 

This singular work was the means of introducing eepaek to the 
notice and correspondence of Mr Ritson, the celebrated antiquary. 
who in a journey to Scotland during the next summer found nothing 
which delighted him so much as the conversation of the editor of the 
Complaynt of Scotland, in whose favour he smoothed down and 
softened the natural asperity of his own disposition. The friendship 
however between these two authors was broken off by Leyden’s 
running his Border hobbyhorse a full tilt against the Pythagorean 
palfrey of the English antiquary. Ritson, it must be well remembered, 
had written a work against the use of animal food; Leyden, on the 
other hand, maintained it was part of a masculine character to eat 
whatever came to hand, vegetable or animal, cooked or uncooked; 
and he concluded a tirade to this purpose by eating a raw beef steak 
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before the terrified antiquary, who never afterwards could be pre- 
vailed upon to regard him except as a kind of learned ogre. This 
breach, however, did not happen till they met in London, previous 
to Leyden’s leaving Britain. 


Leyden sailed for the East Indies in April 1803. 

Another characteristic story is given in Scott’s Essay on Border 
Antiquities, speaking of the Roman Wall, and particularly of 
Glenwhelt near Gilsland Spaw: 


Its height may be guessed from the following characteristic anecdote 
of the late Mr Joseph Ritson, whose zeal for accuracy was so marked 
a feature in his investigations. That eminent antiquary, upon an 
excursion to Scotland, favoured the author with a visit. The wall was 
mentioned, and Mr Ritson, who had been misinformed by some 
ignorant person at Hexham, was disposed strongly to dispute that 
any relics of it yet remained. The author mentioned the place in the 
text, and said there was as much of it standing as would break the 
neck of Mr Ritson’s informer were he to fall from it. Of this careless 
and metaphorical expression Mr Ritson failed not to make a memo- 
randum, and afterwards wrote to the author that he had visited the 
place with the express purpose of jumping down from the wall, in 
order to confute what he supposed a hyperbole. But he added, that, 
though not yet satisfied that it was quite high enough to break a 
man’s neck, it was of elevation sufficient to render the experiment 
very dangerous. 


Ritson’s most elaborate piece of research, Annals of the Cale- 
dontans, Picts and Scots, and of Strathclyde, Galloway and Murray, 
was published by his nephew in 1828. Scott reviewed it in the 
Quarterly Review for July 1829. It is the old debate between Sir 
Arthur Wardour and Mr Jonathan Oldbuck, whether the Picts 
were Celtic or Gothic. Scott was never fully convinced that the 
Gothic theory was impossible, but he had to surrender most of 
the Antiquary’s positions. Ritson’s argument is a collection from 
all available authorities of all the relevant passages: it is the 
method of Wilhelm Gnmm in his Deutsche Heldensage. Scott 
salutes him: 


George Chalmers raised a banner against Pinkerton on the other 
side, and long previous to the publication of his great work of 
Caledonia—a work unequalled, if we consider it as a mass of materials 
assembled by the labour of a single man— Joseph Ritson, an antiquary 
of the first order, had embraced the same side with much vehemence. 
Of this last writer we may say with justice, that allowing for a certain 
portion of irritability (a constitutional disease) he possessed in a 
degree surpassing his contemporaries the patience, the ardour, and 
the industry necessary for antiquarian researches. He was firm and 
somewhat obstinate in his opinions, as was natural in one who had 
adopted them after much thought. But he piqued himself on the 
most profound honesty in research and quotation, and if you brought 
him sufficient evidence to convince him of his error, he was the first 
to avow his conviction to the world. His violence, though often to 
be regretted, was always sincere and unaffected; while that of Pinkerton 
was suspected by some of his friends to be in a great measure assumed, 
for the sake of attracting attention. 


We are now at the end of the story. Ritson’s active mind and 
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irritable soul wore out long before old age: he died Sept. 23, 1803, 
a few days short of fifty-one years. His best epitaph is by Scott, 
who reviewed Ritson’s Romances, 1802, and Ellis’s Specimens of 
Romance, 1805, together, in the Edinburgh Review, 1806. Ritson’s 
favourite subject for dissertation was Minstrelsy, partly through 
direct interest, and partly through opposition to Percy. Scott 
takes occasion to expostulate with Ritson over his violent language 
in controversy: 

Surely neither the gallant Sir Lancelot nor the courteous Sir Gawain 


would have given a reverend Bishop the lie direct, on account of a 
disputed reading in the old song of Maggie Lauder. 


On the main question of Minstrelsy Scott has a discovery to 
announce. It is strange to think that Ritson died before Scott had 
finished his study of Thomas the Rhymer; before he found in the 
Lincoln Ms. of Thomas of Erceldoune the proof that “tongue is 
chief of minstrelsy.”’ Ritson all his life had maintained the oppo- 
site; that minstrels were not poets but only jugglers and harpers. 


Scott quotes: Harping, he said, ken I non, 
For tong is chete of mynstrelsie, 
and continues: 


From this decisive declaration which a poet and minstrel made on 
the nature of his own profession, it appears plainly that in more 
ancient times the minstrel’s principal and most honourable occupation 
referred to poetry rather than music, and the Rhymef might have 
been justly described as one “ who united the arts of poetry and music 
and sang verses to the harp of his own composing,” 1f he had not dis- 
dained the musical skill to which it was Mr Ritson’s persuasion that 
the talents of the minstrel were exclusively hmited. We should have 
been anxious to have heard what reply his keen and eager spirit 
could have suggested; but poor Ritson is probably now deciphering 
the characters upon the collar of Cerberus, or conversing in unbaptized 
language with the Saxon and British chiefs of former times, 


“With Oswald 
Vortigern, Harold, Hengist, Horsa, Knute 
Allured, Edgar and Cunobeline.”’ 


Upon the whole it occurs to us from a careful perusal of this essav 
that Mr Ritson’s talents were better adapted to research than to 
deduction, to attack than to defence, to criticism than to composi- 
tion; and that he has left us a monument of profound industry and 
extensive study, undirected by any attempt at system, and tarnished 
by the splenetic peculiarities of an irritable temperament. Still, let it be 
remembered to his honour that, without the encouragement of private 
patronage or of public applause; without hopes of gain and under the 
certainty of severe critical censure, he has brought forward such a 
work on national antiquities as in other countries has been thought 
worthy of the labour of universities and the countenance of princes. 


When this was written Annals of the Caledontans had not been 
published: the Life of King Arthur, 1825, has also to be added to 
the list of Ritson’s works: Scott in 1806 did not know all that 
Ritson had done. His praise of Ritson will remain unchallenged, 
and will bear testing: we need not try to improve on it. 


W. P. KER. 
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SURVEY OF ENGLISH PLACE-NAMES 


The project for a Survey of English Place-names spoken of in 
the last number of the Bulletin is now a scheme in being. Following 
on the support given to it by the British Academy the scheme 
was submitted to many distinguished scholars both at home and 
abroad interested in various aspects of place-name study. From 
all alike the project received cordial support and in many cases 
is now receiving their active help. Among its supporters may be 
mentioned the following: 


Philologists: Dr Henry Bradley, Professors Brandl, Chadwick, 
Ekwall, John Fraser, Hoops, Max Forster, Jespersen, Noreen, 
W. J. Watson, Weekley, Joseph Wright, Wyld, Zachrisson. 

Historians: Dr J. H. Round, Professors Liebermann, Tout. 

Topographers: Sir Charles Close (Director-General of the 
Ordnance Survey), Professor Fleure. 

Archivists: Sir H. C. Maxwell-Lyte (Deputy-Keeper of the 
Rolls), Mr A. Hamilton Thompson. 


Encouraged by the support of these and other scholars an 
advisory committee was formed consisting of Dr A. C. Paues, 
Professors Sedgefield, Stenton and Tait (Chairman), and in- 
structions and model slips for the collection of material for the 
Survey were drawn up and have now been printed. 

The work of the Survey may be roughly divided into two parts: 
(i) the collection of material, (11) the interpretation of that material 
in a series of volumes dealing in turn with the place-names of each 
county or other convenient area. 

For the first part of this work the co-operation of various in- 
terests is needed. The collection of the early place-name forms 
will be for the most part the work of historical students trained 
in handling historical documents and skilled in drawing from 
them not only place-name forms but all other relevant information 
which will be of help in interpreting the history of the names. 
Students whose training is primarily philological can however 
readily acquire the knowledge which will enable them to help in 
this direction also and will bring the added advantage that they 
will by their training be greatly assisted in the task of finding the 
modern identifications for the early forms. The phonetically 
trained philologist can also render invaluable service by collecting 
and recording in phonetic script local pronunciations of names, 
which are of the highest importance for the purpose of the Survey. 
The aid of topographers and archaeologists is needed for the 
collection of information with regard to the position or archaeo- 
logical remains (or both) of places in which these factors may have 
played their part in determining the name of the place. 

To secure the co-operation of these interests the Survey is 
getting into touch with the various Archaeological Societies, 
branches of the Historical, Geographical and other associations of 
scholars where helpers are likely to be found. These helpers are as 


I2 MODERN HUMANITIES RESEARCH ASSOCIATION 


far as possible being placed under the direction of skilled organisers 
for each county who will see that all the material for their par- 
ticular county is collected and that there is no overlap between 
the workers. In any area where organised work has not as yet 
been begun individual workers will be welcomed and given work 
by the Director until the organisation is arranged. The Survey 
has been particularly fortunate in securing the help within a very 
short space of time of the following organisers who are all recognised 
authorities in their particular areas: 

Berkshire: Mrs F. M. Stenton, University College, Reading. 

Lincolnshire: the Rev. Canon Foster, Timberland Vicarage, 
Lincoln. 

Northamptonshire: Miss Joan Wake, 17 Pimlico Rd., London, 
S.W. I. 

Nottinghamshire: Professor Owen, University College, Not- 
tingham. 

Sussex: Mr L. F. Salzman, 14 Brookside, Cambridge. 

Yorkshire (North Riding): Mr C. J. Battersby, 35 West St., 
South Cliff, Scarborough. 

Plans for other counties are already in train. 

A special feature of the Survey will be the extensive use of 
unprinted material and here it 1s already under the deepest 
obligations to Dr Wm Farrer, Canon Foster, and Professor Stenton 
in putting at their disposal important collections of transcripts 
and other documents which will be of the greatest service. 

When the organisers of the Survey have gathered a goodly mass 
of evidence for the whole of England and feel that the material 
for any one county is as complete as is humanly possible the 
second part of their work will begin. They will then hope to start 
that series of monographs of which mention was made above, in 
the editing and writing of which they will be able to avail them- 
selves of the help of specialists in Celtic, English, Scandinavian, 
Anglo-French, History, Archaeology, Topography or whatever 
other interest may be concerned in a particular name or in the 
all-important general conclusions. 

We are a long way from that stage as yet but its arrival will be 
hastened if a goodly band of helpers for the earlier stage can be 
secured. The organisers of the Survey make a confident appeal to 
members of the Modern Humanities Research Association to come 
forward and help a scheme which should in a peculiar way appeal 
to their wide and varied interests. Only a few of the possible lines 
of work have been mentioned above. Will those who think thev 
would like in any way to help get into touch with the organiser 
of the particular area in which they happen to be interested or 
write direct to Professor Mawer (The University, Liverpool) who 
is acting as Director of the Survey. He will gladly answer any 
enquiries with reference to it and he, or some other representative 
of the Survey, will also be very ready as opportunity may offer, 
to address any body of scholars who may be interested in the 
matter. 
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COLLECTIVE WORK 


I. EIGHTEENTH CENTURY ENGLISH LITERATURE 


At the recent meeting of the Modern Language Association of 
America, a group of those interested in late eighteenth century 
English literature (1750-1800) was organised. This group plans to 
issue from time to time a bulletin of suggested fields for research 
in the period and of subjects and fields now being worked upon by 
scholars. Any addition to these lists would be welcomed; and it 
is hoped that all those interested in the field will communicate 
with the Chairman, Professor R. S. Crane, North-Western Uni- 
versity, Evanston, IIl., U.S.A., or the Secretary, Dr J. W. Draper, 
Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, Penn., U.S.A. 


II. AN OLD SCOTTISH DICTIONARY 


Professor W. A. Craigie wrote to us from Madras in December 
last as follows. We have pleasure in repeating his invitation to those 
of our members who can help, and regret that the notice reached 
us too late for insertion in the January Bulletin: 

I should be very glad if, in the next Bulletin, you would mention 
that I have undertaken the preparation of a dictionary of the 
Older Scottish tongue from the 14th to the 17th century. I have 
announced this in the leading Scottish newspapers, and asked for 
help in collecting the materials for such a dictionary. The response 
has been very encouraging, and I expect that a good deal will be 
done before I return. Any members of the Association who may 
be willing to help are invited in the meantime to communicate 
with Miss Hutchen, 16 Pitt Street, Edinburgh, who will supply 
all information with regard to the kind of help that will be most 
useful. 


HELP OFFERED 


Gifts of books or pamphlets are always greatly appreciated. They 
are handed to the appropriate Subject-Group if one exists; other- 
wise they are retained at Headquarters until a Group may be formed. 

The Association, through its Subject-Groups and Advisory mem- 
bers, is always glad: (1) to put members into touch with others of 
similar interests; (2) to procure specialised information from libraries 
or elsewhere; (3) to suggest lines of research to its less experienced 
members; (4) to advise any wishing to learn subsidiary languages for 
purposes of later research; (5) to arrange for the copying of passages 
from books, manuscripts, etc. at moderate terms. 

The Secretary has (1) particulars of published and unpublished 
theses in British University Libraries; (2) catalogues of dealers in 
rare and foreign books; (3) particulars of research facilities in Chapter 
House, Cathedral and private libraries; (4) a list of members, and 
other persons, who undertake reading and copying at the British 
Museum and other libraries. 

Any member wishing to do so may insert a notice offering or asking 
for help in one or more numbers of the Bulletin. 
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HELP WANTED 


' GENERAL 

It is particularly asked that all who can will from time to time help 
the Association in the following ways: (1) By suggesting suitable 
subjects for research in various fields (no such list of subjects will be 
published except with the permission of the person suggesting them). 
(2) By suggesting subjects for collective work: all communications, 
preferably in duplicate, will be considered by experts, filed, and, if 
adopted, published in the Bullets». (3) By offering their services in 
the collection of any kind of information likely to be of service 
to the Association. (4) By co-operating with the organisers of 
Subject-Groups. 


MISCELLANEOUS QUERIES 


Members engaged in work on the following subjects have 
asked to be put into touch with others working upon them. 
Application should be made to the Hon. Secretary. 


(C 602) William Chamberlayne of Shaftesbury (1619-1689). 

(C 02285) Santa Teresa (recent work on). 

(B 42) Would greatly welcome any reference to the ‘ Wan- 
dering Jew’ (under the name of Malchus, Butadeus, 
etc.) in mysteries or early drama. 

(A 802) Would be glad to hear from anyone interested in Sir 
George Etherege and John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester. 
Would also like to hear from any workers in the general 
field of Restoration Comedy. 

(A781) Butler and Hudibras; Puritan and Cavalier songs and 
ballads. 

(A 723) Metaphor in Modern French. 


Mr B. W. A. Massey, Chyby, p. Sady, via Poznan, Poland, 
would be glad to hear from members interested in the subject of 
compound adjectives in the English poets whether from the point 
of view of word formation or in a wider manner. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


Smith College Studies in Modern Languages, vol. 1, No. 4, pp. 61, 
July, 1921. This issue consists of part of a study by Miss R. F. 
Egan on the genesis of the theory of “Art for Art’s Sake” in 
Germany and in England—a theory which, as she remarks, it is 
customary to ascribe, principally or entirely, to the French. The 
historical ground covered in the present pamphlet is limited to 
Germany; the second part is to appear in a future issue. 

Publications of the Modern Language Association of America, 
vol. xxxvi1, No. 4, December, 1921. This issue contains the annual 
list of members, together with the following articles: “‘A French 
Desert Island Novel of 1708,’ by Geoffroy Atkinson; ‘‘ The Per- 
sonality of Hippolyte Taine,’ by Hilda L. Norman; ‘The Field 
of the Essay,’ by Charles E. Whitmore; “‘ English Songs on the 
Night Visit,” by Charles Read Baskervill; ‘‘ The Story of Gebir,’’ 
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by Stanley T. Williams; “‘ Bowdlerized Versions of Hardy,” by 
Joseph W. Beach; ‘‘ Were the ‘Gothic’ Novels Gothic?,’”’ by Clara 
F. McIntyre. 

English Studtes, vol. 11, No. 6, December, 1921; vol. Iv, No. 1, 
February, 1922. The series “Critical Contributions to English 
Syntax”’ is continued, and a number of articles of general interest, 
intended specially for foreign students of English, appear. We are 
very glad to note the enlargement of the February number to 
48 pages, and the recent phenomenal growth of the English 
Association in Holland from 500 to over 1000 in four months. 

Philological Quarterly, vol. 1, No. 1, January, 1922. This is a 
new review devoted to research in the classical and modern 
languages and literatures and edited by Professor Hardin Craig 
for the University of Iowa, U.S.A. The first number consists of 
8o pp., and the subscription price is two dollars yearly. The articles 
are short, and only two of the six come near the limit of 7000 
words set by the editors for each contribution. These are ‘“‘ Von 
Treitschke’s Treatment of Turner and Burschenschafter in his 
Deutsche Geschichte,” by S. W. Cutting; and “‘Chaucer’s Anony- 
mous Merchant,’’ by Thomas A. Knott. Of the remaining articles 
** La Fontaine’s Imitation,” by Colbert Searles, and ‘‘A Dialogue”’ 
—possibly by Henry Fielding (Helen S. Hughes)—are those of 
the most general interest. We wish a long and successful life to the 
Philological Quarterly. 


Reprinted articles: 


‘Poetry in a Commercial Age,”’ by Fred. N. Scott. (From The 
English Journal, December, 1921.) 

‘Dravidian S,”’ by Edwin H. Tuttle. (From American Journal 
of Philology, vol. xt, No. 1.) 

‘Change of TS to CH, DS to DG and other instances of Inner 
Sound-Substitution” (Studier 1 Modern Sprakvetenskap, vii), by 
Dr R. E. Zachrisson. Some notes on this variety of imitative 
sound-change supplementary to those read before the Association 
in January, I9g2I. 


PRINCIPAL CONTENTS or MODERN LANGUAGE REVIEW 


VoL. XVII, No. 2. APRIL 1922 

Articles: 

The Single Combat in Certain Cycles of English and Scandinavian 
Tradition and Romance. By Miss M. ASHDOWN. 

A Hitherto Uncollated Version of Surrey’s Translation of the 
fourth book of the ‘‘Aeneid.’’ By Miss GLapys D. WILLcock. 

Pierre de Ronsard’s ‘‘ Hymne de la Mort,” and Plutarch’s ‘‘Con- 
solatio ad Apollonium.” By A. H. KRAPPE. 

Achim von Arnim and Scotland. By Miss Marcaret D. Howle. 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTES — REVIEWS — MINOR NOTICES — NEW 
PUBLICATIONS. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 


MEMBERSHIP. Membership is open to graduates (and persons of 
the standing of graduate) of all Universities, British and Foreign; 
to other persons, at the discretion of the Committee; and to approved 
institutions and associations. 


SUBSCRIPTION. The minimum annual subscription is 7s. 6d. and 
should be paid to the Hon. Treasurer, B. W. Downs, Esq., Christ’s 
College, Cambridge. A single payment of £5. 5s. entitles to life 
membership. Perpetual membership (for institutions and associa- 
tions), £10. 10s. 


FEDERATED BODIES. The Association is federated to the Modern 
Language Associations of England and America, and any member 
may join the latter Association by paying the reduced subscription 
of 10s. 6d. through its Hon. Treasurer. 


PROSPECTUS. The Hon. Secretary, E. Allison Peers, M.A., The 
University, Liverpool, will be glad to send to any non-member who 
is interested in Modern Language Research a copy of the prospectus 
explaining the aims and constitution of the Association. 


CAPITAL FUND. It is particularly desired to draw the attention of 
members to the Capital Fund, founded to enable the Association to 
carry into effect some of its most urgent schemes. The Committee 
appeals to all members who have not yet done so to make a special 
contribution, large or small, to this Fund, preferably a guarantee for 
five years. 


THE MODERN LANGUAGE REVIEW, edited for the Association by 
Professors J. G. Robertson, G. C. Moore Smith and Edmund G. 
Gardner, and published in January, April, July and October by the 
Cambridge University Press, may be obtained by members at the 
reduced subscription of 15s. (for 25s.) post free. Application should be 
made through the Hon. Treasurer; payment must be made in advance. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE. 
Published annually in March or April. The 1921 copy is obtainable 
through the Hon. Treasurer by members at Is. 6d. per copy; non- 
members may order copies (price 3s.) through any bookseller. 


PAMPHLETS. The following pamphlets may be ordered from the 
publishers, Messrs Bowes and Bowes, Cambridge, or through any 
bookseller, at Is. per copy, postage extra: 
1. Inaugural Address, by Sir Sidney Lee (President, 1918-19). 
2. The Promotion of Modern Language Research among Teachers, 
by Professor F. S. Boas. 
3. Un point de vue francais sur le but de la M.R.H.A., by Professor 
Gustave Lanson (President, 1919-20). 
4. Our Title and its Import, by Professor Otto Jespersen (Presi- 
dent, 1920-1). 
BULLETINS. Back numbers of the Bulletin are obtainable from the 
Hon. Secretary only at Is. per copy, with the exception of Nos. 2, 
3 and 4, which cannot now be had, except in sets. These sets (Nos. 
1-12), of which very few are now left, are offered to members wishing 
to complete their file at the inclusive price of 10s., post free. 


@ Copy for the next number of the Bulletin should 
reach the Hon. Secretary not later than May 15, 1922. 


PRINTED IN ENGLAND AT THE CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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